My La Palma
Story
BLESSED TO LIVE IN A
TIGHT-KNIT COMMUNITY
By Alissa (Wright) Williams
Members of my family have been honored to call La Palma home for
more than half a century. My mom Linnea was born and raised in
McKeesport, PA and my dad Thomas (Tom) Wright was born in Alturas,
CA, growing up throughout much of the continental United States.
They met on a blind date in Bakersfield, CA. As a young married
couple, my parents moved from Palms to La Palma in 1966. They
originally lived on Sharon Drive and later moved to Westra Lane. They
were impressed with La Palma’s close proximity to the freeway, but
more importantly its bedroom community feel, well-kept
neighborhoods as well as its low crime rate. They immediately became
involved in civic activities when Dad became Commissioner for
Community Redevelopment, Chairman of the Development
Committee, Traffic Commissioner, Architecture Committee Chairman,
Beautification Committee Chairman and Homeowner’s Association 1st
Legislative Chairman. Mom became a charter member of the hospital
auxiliary.
When my sister Adina and I were born, my parent’s community
involvement increased. Mom volunteered at our elementary schools,
junior high and high school, was a Girl Scout leader, and participated in
the PTA at all three schools. Dad helped build the bicentennial gazebo
in Central Park, served as Mayor Pro-Tem and was the Business
Manager for the Shamrock Regiment’s 1997 Ireland Tour. They both
also volunteered at several school activities throughout the years and
were proud to be a part of the Shamrock Regiment “Rowdies.” Dad was
recognized with numerous awards from the City such as La Palma
Distinguished Citizen, Walker Junior High School Friend of Education
and John F. Kennedy Shamrock Regiment Booster Member of the Year.
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As a family, we were blessed to live in such a tight knit community.
Our neighbors in both neighborhoods became “family.” We have fond
memories of spending every Fourth of July swimming at our next door
neighbor’s house and watching the fireworks together in the park, next
to Miller Elementary School, as well as celebrating Christmas Eve
together. Our other next door neighbors entrusted me to babysit their
oldest daughter, when I was in college, giving me the opportunity to
practice my teaching skills prior to becoming an educator. Both
families were an extra special part of our wedding too. My sister and I
took dance lessons in La Palma as well. Our teacher and her husband
are still an integral part of our lives and have gone out of their way to
support us through sitting with me at the hospital when my mom had
surgery, visiting our dad at his assisted living facility, loving on us
through a death in the family and simply keeping us in their thoughts
and prayers. We even planted a tree together in Central Park to honor
our grandmas many years ago. We are so blessed as a family to have
lifelong friendships with the “family” we gained living in La Palma.
When Dad suddenly passed away last year, it was our La Palma family
who lifted us up and celebrated his amazing life.
Even though I have lived outside of La Palma for many years now, I still
treasure the relationships I developed there. I keep in contact with
many of my friends and enjoy going “home” to stay at my parents’
house with my husband Rob Williams. I can’t imagine growing up in
any other city.
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