My La Palma
Story
LA PALMA IS THE PLACE
WHERE THE PEOPLE
ARE THE CITY
By Noella Lew
We first moved out this way in 1971 with all of the cow farms off the 91
freeway, after growing up in Los Angeles our entire life. The only time we
came to Orange County was to visit Knott’s Berry Farm or Disneyland. It
would be a nice change as we also lived in Hawaii for a few years. On
October 18, 1977, Dickson and I moved from Cerritos to La Palma with our
2 year old son, Branden. My sister in-law lived in La Palma, on Rampart
Lane. La Palma just gave you that hometown feeling, where the schools
are great to raise your children, nice park, local grocery store, their own
Police Department, and walking distance to everything. All of the homes
were beautifully maintained with green grass, trees and nice landscapes
with everyone taking pride in their homes. Our neighbor across the street
told us that on July 4th (1978), our street will be in the parade, so we
should decorate our bikes or wagons, etc. We thought this is so fun and
we decorated our wagon to pull our 3 year old son in the parade. The
parade had such a great hometown feel; we all rode and walked up
Walker Avenue with our sign, ANDREW DRIVE, or BUST (left photo).
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After the parade, all of the neighbors gathered together on our street and
had a small get-together. We didn’t win a trophy, but received the Red
Honorable Mention Ribbon. That’s when we knew we had moved to a
great community to raise children.
Our children attended Miller Elementary, Walker Junior High, both playing
sports at Parks and Recreation and joining the local Cub Scouts, Boy
Scouts and Brownie Troops. Our son Branden played water polo and
graduated in 1994 from Kennedy High School. Our daughter Tamara was a
Summer Day Camp Volunteen and later worked part-time at the
recreation center. She was a cheerleader and graduated in 1999, also
from Kennedy. When she got married, her husband was a La Palma Police
Officer.
Dickson and I continue to volunteer and give back to our community.
Together we volunteer for Neighborhood Watch, La Palma Days, and the
July 4th Fitness Run For Fun. In addition I serve on the Community
Activities and Beautification Committee and Dickson serves on the
Development and Circulation Committee. In 2018, Dickson and I received
a Volunteer of the Year Award from La Palma Community Services in
Recognition of Dedicated Volunteer Service.
Added to my volunteering is serving as a City Committee Member of the
Cypress College Foundation and La Palma Community Foundation Vice
President Board Member. In February, 2020, I was awarded the La Palma
Citizen of the Year by the Cypress College Foundation Americana Awards.
It was is a huge honor to represent our City and a spectacular event and
an evening to always remember.
Each year at our home we celebrate the Chinese tradition of the Lunar
New Year with all of our family including our brother, sisters, nieces,
nephews, cousins and their children. It’s three generations that get
together, bigger than Christmas celebrations. Everyone brings dishes of
food and desserts and Lucky Money Envelopes are given to all of the
children by the elders. We continue the tradition that our parents
started.
We are lucky to live in such a great community! I always say “La Palma is
the Place where the People are the City”.

