My La Palma
Story
HAPPY 65TH BIRTHDAY
AND HUGS TO MY LA PALMA
By Marcella Kroupa McMahon (100 Years Old)
La Palma for us started in 1960's when one of our cousins moved to
the city of Artesia, which had us visiting the surrounding areas of
Dairyland, Dairy Valley and Dairy City, all new names to us. We
had never heard of La Palma, Cerritos, or Cypress, since we lived in
the South Bay-Palos Verdes area. As the 91 Freeway wasn’t
completed until the 1970’s, we relied on the 5/710/405 freeways
and arterial streets.
Then in the mid-1960’s, one of our close friends moved from
Lynwood to Cypress, to the new Larwin’s Tanglewood townhomes
and Condominiums Association; so we began to drive out to
Cypress and La Palma on a more regular basis. It was still very
sterile, mostly dairies, but they were slowly being vacated as we
witnessed truckloads of cows being shipped out of the area. Today,
there's only a few original farm homes left in the City. When we
moved here there was at least a couple dozen farm homes, most of
them on oversized farms for dairies. During the late 1960’s when
Chevrolet introduced its first Monte Carlo, another cousin moved
from Lakewood into their first La Palma home off of Carbon Circle.
It was a beautiful little starter home and we were impressed with
the beautiful city of La Palma and surrounding cities. Where
Emerald Villas (Houston & Moody Street in Cerritos) sits today, was
used for staging model homes for La Palma.
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Our friends who lived in Cypress had another friend who purchased
a home in La Palma, on the north side of Houston, so we enjoyed
more tours around the City of La Palma back then and played a
card game called 500 with them monthly. One of the things I
remember when the new homes were just being landscaped, were
a lot of people were putting in backyard fiberglass in-ground
Jacuzzi Spas, which was a new twist for us. We only knew the oldfashioned gunite swimming pools and not the new hot tubs.
Everybody on the street was so cordial and friendly, they were all
starting to work on their homes building patios, pouring concrete,
building block walls, and erecting garden sheds.
We looked at many new model homes in Cypress, La Palma, and
Cerritos during the late 1960’s and early 70’s. There was one floor
plan with two stories that really stuck out in our minds and hadn’t
seen before; it had a combination fireplace on the outside wall of
the kitchen, separating the kitchen from the family room. We
thought that was so unique that you could sit around the kitchen
table and enjoy the fireplace. Also we'd never seen so many
wooden lattice top patio styles and designs, which were being built
in the backyards of these brand-new homes. They were really
creating an outdoor living room, again another new concept since
we were only used to aluminum patio tops. In many homes in La
Palma the new owners installed a backyard swimming pool from
companies such as Anthony, Ferraro, Blue Haven, and Blue Fiesta.
As backyard jacuzzis were just starting to become popular, they
were added on features to the swimming pool, along with being
able to heat them. Patios were filled with cheap aluminum
furniture and redwood tables, with very few featuring the luxury
Hollywood Brown Jordon outdoor furniture. There were no BBQ
islands, no outdoor fireplaces, but plenty of AC units placed in
backyards. Also some of the older dairy homes had backyard
condemned incinerators and converted them to brick outdoor
BBQ’s, plus in ground septic tanks.
In the late sixties and early seventies, we stopped many times at
the McDonald's in La Palma as they had RV parking. We stopped
either on a Friday or Sunday evening, going from Palos Verdes to
Palm Springs, in our RV and had a hamburger dinner. Back then
they did not have the Big Macs, either a single or double
hamburger. Think the price of a hamburger was 25 or 35 cents.

PAGE 3

Then we learned about Kings Imperial Restaurant, on the
northwest corner of Orangethorpe/ and Walker, and that became
our go-to restaurant for the area. We ate there at least once or
twice a week, even if we didn't live in the city yet, they had
spectacular weekend turkey dinners, with stuffing, bread
pudding, soup and salad, etc. They had a really nice dining room
area, and the dinner back then was about $3.95. It was a fantastic
dinner, never had a bad dinner at that place, but we did have to
wait in long, long lines, because it was very popular. We were sad
to see that restaurant closed and changed over to Denni’s, ate
Kings probably for good 20+ years. Met a lot of old friends from
Buena Park Farmhouse, which was demolished and patrons
switched over to Kings.
Then in the early-to-mid 1970s we decided to move away from
Palos Verdes and relocate into the greater Dairy Valley area. We
purchased our La Palma home from Warmington Model Homes
which was on the Southside of ADP, Orangethorpe, closes to wear
Dunkin Donut is today. The salesman was Tom Clark who I
remember drove yellow Porsche. The home was not built yet so
we had to wait, and wait, and wait for a good part of the year to
get the home built. When we finally moved into our home on
Father’s Day in 1975 it was not completed so we lived on the street
in a Terry travel trailer until Labor Day when the home was
completed.
A recession hit Southern California in the mid 1970’s and jobs were
scarce, lay-offs were happening, and the state was paying buyers
in the form of economic rebates, if we purchased homes. We used
that rebate system to purchase our La Palma Home. The
Warmington homes were called the Shadow Run Track, La Palma,
but when we closed the escrow, it ended up to be in Cerritos and
not in the City of La Palma. We have a La Palma address but we
also have Cerritos identification; we share all of the La Palma
utilities, and for a while our tract shared Orange County Park and
Recreation revenue streams.
The 5 freeway was here when we moved to La Palma, but the 605
and the 91 freeway were just finishing construction and having
their grand openings in the early 1970s’. Sections of the 605 the 91
freeways were completed in various stages and later came the
sound walls installations along the corridors.
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One of the best things I love about La Palma is easy accessibility to
the 91 freeway. The gas stations are convenient there, and you
can always get in and off the freeway relatively fast. Most of the
streets look clean and I always feel safe around that intersection.
Another thing I love about La Palma especially in the late winter
and early spring is walking through El Rancho Verde Park because
it is so lush and green.
The La Palma Police have always responded in a professional
manner and made us feel safe. I appreciate knowing that they can
be in my neighborhood within a couple of minutes, and we owe a
lot of our safety and security to them. We support them and
they've done an outstanding job!
In closing, want to say a special thank you prayer to a neighbor in
La Palma, who donated their staircase chairlift to our house. I did
not know the family, but I just want to extend my family's
gratitude and thankfulness, being such a good senior friend with
the staircase chairlift, which we could never afford. I think La
Palma’s Planning Commissioners should think of the seniors and
when homes are remodeled that an elevator is installed along
with mandatory solar collector panels mounted on the roof.

Pictured (left) Marcella Kroupa McMahon (100 Years Old) in December
2019 with her dog. Pictured (right) Denni Street (1970's-1980's). See
below for picture of the house.
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Interesting / Fun Facts
In the early 70s, when we first viewed the greater Dairy Valley and La
Palma it looked much different than it does today. Back then there was
still many vintage aged dairy farms, streets had not been developed nor
widened, many narrow streets, very poor drainage, deep ditches lined the
arterial roadways, and when the rains hit in the winter time, many of
dairy’s run-off , drained from the Dairy Farms out onto the surface
streets.
Dairies were plumbed to septic tanks; many used well water on site. Dairy
Farms flooded so bad, farmers made small dirt hills, for the cows to stand
up onto keep them dry. Many dead cows were buried under the hill park
by ADP, because cows became ill/diseased and died from flooded farms.
This burial site grounds were repeated under the Long Beach Airport
runways. I remember we wouldn't dare Park our cars in the garage during
the rainy season, because the “manure tea” water from the runoff from
the surface streets and surrounding dairies, used to smell up the
underbelly carriages of our cars, and no one wanted that stench inside of
our garage.
Virgin Dairy Farm soil, created massive fog banks, as the heat radiated
from the manure/cow piles, hence creating mini-ground fogs.
Sacks for manure for sale, along roadsides, were only .25 cents!!!
Roadways were lined with many Palm Trees.
La Palma became incorporated around same time the 1956 Lincoln
Continental Mark 2 was introduced; both celebrating 65th anniversaries.
In the mid-1950s the nation was struggling with the crippling Polio
Disease. Many from the greater Dairy Valley area spent their remaining
life in the Iron Lung Machines at Rancho Los Amigos Medical Center in
Downey, CA. Finally a vaccine was discovered and dispatched in the form
of a sugar cube. The vaccine did not return patients back to any type of
normalcy, but it prevented new victims from contracting Polio. My family
did have a few polio-stricken relatives, but today’s generation growing up
have not heard about polio.
Many people in La Palma ate at Kings Imperial Restaurant and also ate at
the nearby Marie Calendar’s and Velvet Turtle on Orangethorpe in Buena
Park. They were very popular upscale restaurants, plus majority of the
people in the area enjoyed a Marie Calendar’s pie. If I'm not mistaken, I
think a fruit pie was about a $1.50 and the tin was about $0.15, so it was
quite affordable to purchase a pie or two to go and serve it home.
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We also ate quite a bit at the Carl's Jr., corner of Moody and La Palma
Boulevard, as they served great BBQ-hamburgers. Across the street used
to be a vacant lot that was used for storing RVs. On the corner where the
spa building sits used to be a Chief auto parts store that was very popular
during the 1970’s and 80’s. Behind it, between the RV storage, was a small
privately owned Liquor Mart and small grocery store.
Where the Wal-Mart operates today was a non-chain grocery store, then
came Alpha Beta, and then Ralphs. On the corner of La Palma and Valley
View where the Walgreens is today was a Conroy's florist shop. Conroy's
was a chain florist store that lasted for about 2 decades before closing.
During the 1970s - 80s, it was legal for RVs to be parked overnight on the
streets in La Palma. One time there was quite a few homes for sale on
Sharon Street, on the west side of Moody Street, and we counted 11
parked RVs on the street mostly motorhomes and campers. After the
homes sold, a lot of the RVs left, and then the La Palma passed a very
restrictive RV ordinance for limited parking on the streets. The following
month, quite a few homes went on the market for sale, departed La
Palma forevermore. Many La Palma residents moved to Yorba Linda
where they could have motorhomes and park freely. Many of us old
timers feel the restrictive RV ordinance, started dividing the residents and
RV owners, creating bad feelings.
In the 1970’ & ‘80s the major employer in the area was Boeing, formerly
Hughes, in Long Beach, Fullerton, and Huntington Beach. Rockwell in
Downey and Anaheim was on the way to closing and a lot of La Palma
residents were employed at Boeing in Long Beach; probably the number
one employer in the area. Second largest employer was in Long Beach at
the dockyards where a lot of residents worked. Just recently one of the
first females to be employed at the dockyards, passed way, who opened
the doors for female employment at the docks. ADP became the largest
employer in La Palma. When ADP first opened, the buzz around the city
was asking “what is computerized payroll?” Certainly a new term and
concept being introduced into our technology then.
When La Palma was first developing, the sidewalk were mostly planted
with Queen Palm Trees. The early La Palma City Council’s thought it was
fitting to plant palm trees after the city name and they did look very
Southern Californian. They were kind of messy, bearing fruit, so after time
they were removed and replaced with different types of parkway trees.
Many of the homes in La Palma where landscaped from Kitano’s Nursery
and Gardens where the Burger King stands today.
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On many of the arterial intersections there were four gas stations, one
almost every corner throughout most of the city. Slowly over time the gas
stations have left and office buildings or strip malls have been erected.
We have lost a lot of the following name brand gas stations: Exxon, Shell,
Texaco, Atlantic Richfield, Mobil, Chevron, and others.
A 1960’s track of homes directly south of Mammoth Rd, but in the City of
La Palma, the entrance way is called Blue Bird fell into bankruptcy when it
was being constructed. There was no construction going on in that track
of homes, and the naked construction wood started to turn dark and
tarnished because of the exposure to the weather elements.
Many people do not know about this. From the 1950’s-late 1970’s, La
Palma staff had to live in the city they worked as this was a statewide law.
In the late 70s, a Statewide Proposition over-turned that, now allows staff
to live outside the city they work in. This was a good proposition, because
a lot of housing elements were not sufficient for staff to live and work in
the same city. Many transplants which moved away from Los Angeles and
to Cerritos-La Palma were not able to transfer their employment, until
this proposition was passed.
When we first moved in the 1970's, on the east side of North Denni Street
was a large parcel of early 1900’s small equestrian estates. The City of La
Palma and Warmington stated that this would be developed into large
estate type homes. That never happened and the property was divided
into large parcels of land with the first track of homes built off of Trinity.
They had a unique atrium garden window off their master bathroom,
with some of those homes looking out into the school compounds at
Luther School. Another track of 3,000sqf homes was built in the late 80’s
early 90’s which backed-up to North Denni Street. Retired La Palma City
Manager Pam Gibson worked with the Olsen Brothers to create
Montecito, which included senior apartments, affordable townhomes,
and affordable single-family detached homes. The community and Olen
Brothers worked together to create an appropriate project. During one of
the meetings in February for the Montecito development, La Palma Police
came in to city hall to evacuate the meeting participants due to possible
flooding. It was one of those days when it rained heavy all day. The last
small development was Tapestry on the west side of the school. The
parcel had an old water well which fed one of the homes on the corner of
Maroon and North Denni Street which needed to be removed.
I remember in the 1970's, when we first became customers of Bank of
America in La Palma, in the back-parking lot on the east side, there were
dairy cows who’d come right up to the fence and make a lot of noise when
we parked over there. It was fun too park in the drive-through teller’s line
outside and look at the cows across the parking lot. Then came the new
housing track to replace the cows.
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When we moved into our track off of North Denni Street, it was only a
very narrow stretch of road, it was only about half of the width of the
street today. Even today, 75 % of the street width is owned by the City of
Cerritos and 25% is in La Palma. On the corner of Maroon Drive and North
Denni Street sits a little farmhouse, which was imported in from the
Pasadena Freeway construction. Back then it was a quaint little garden
cottage, with exquisite gardens as it was a very large horticulture lot,
quite like we see it today. They did not have sewer lines or running water,
so they use well water.
On November 20, 2015, the original 1960’s Taco Bell restaurant, located in
Downey, was moved via a truck to Irvine. Many of us old timers watched
the Taco Bell roll by on La Palma Avenue around 11pm, flashing our final
salute and talking about our first tacos in Downey in 1962.
On March 6, 2012, people gathered at Moody Street and La Palma Avenue
early in the morning to watch the Monument Rock being moved to Los
Angeles for museum installation. The large granite rock rolled thru the
city very slowly, shortly after midnight. Public Works had to trim trees
and work with the overhead wires. Quite the Kodak moment to see this
rock pass over the Del Amo Bridge, heading in to Los Angeles County.
Flashing signs were flooding the streets, traffic came to a stop, as the rock
rolled on top of a flatbed truck/trailer with many road tires.
Many of the bus stops, when we first moved here along La Palma
Boulevard had bus transportation to Knott's Berry Farm and Disneyland.
Other bus stops had transportation to the local beaches. It was not
uncommon in the summer months, when local kids are off for summer, to
see them standing at the bus stops with their surfboards, waiting for the
bus.
The premier home builders in La Palma were Larwin, Fiske, Warmington,
S&S, Greenbrook, Landmark and Parkside homes which built primarily
tract style homes. Tanglewood a giant condo development in Cypress
provided temporary housing for many homeowners until their La Palma
homes were completed.
It was fun times changing our phone area codes from 213 to 310, and a
few had 714 too. I remember one-time in the mid 1970’s, La Palma Police
did a door to door survey, gathering data of the many area codes in our
neighborhoods land lines.
Before the Coyote Creek Flood Control was developed, the boundary line
there was a little bit different as the boundaries followed the shoreline of
the flood control, which started in the greater Coyotes Hills area. Flood
control wandered and was an unincorporated section of Los Angeles and
Orange County.
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Can anyone remember one day, they had the most phone calls? For us it
was the last Sunday in August 1986, arising from the air disaster over
Cerritos. We had phone calls from across the nation and other parts of the
globe. Phones kept ringing way past midnight. Our Family was outside
detailing our RV for a September vacation, and we heard the crash
overhead. This by far was the saddest one day event in our city’s history.
Every time we use Cerritos Post Office, we cannot forget this day as it’s
permanently left a mark on our memories.
In the 1980’s a track of homes south of Steven Luther School, called
Landmark, had property damage claims with their foundations and they
litigated against the contractor, the city, and Orange County. Many of the
homes had to be lifted/raised off of their foundations to rebuild, new
foundations before the house being set back. It was suggested that each
home spent around $200k for repairs. Many affected residents chose to
live by their houses during repairs so they purchased RVs and lived in
their RVs for 3 - 6 months or more, until their homes were completed for
occupancy.
The creation of El Rancho Verdes Park along the SCE Right-of-Way, from
North Denni Street to Barbie Street, took many years to complete.
Beginning in the 1970's, El Rancho Verdes Park only consisted of a small
grassy area short in width and very short in length, which was developed
by Warmington. It was intended to be a neighborhood park for our
Shadowrun Tract, but everybody used it. There was a landscape nursery
occupied most of today's El Rancho Verdes Park, from the flood control
towards Barbie Street. There was no walkways and no play areas at that
time. El Rancho Verde's Monument ID sign at the end of Denni Street does
have some history behind it, as the sign divides the property line between
Cerritos and La Palma. The Cerritos side of the park was designed by Todd
Ku of the Cerritos Parks Department and he spent many laborious hours
to select and identify all of the plant material. Today the park is used by
Cerritos, La Palma, Lakewood, Cypress residents, who walk the park on
regular basis.
I have always appreciated the Christmas decorations on Dallas Drive and
Houston for over 30 years, a great Job done by all residents who take the
time to beautify the city especially during the holidays.
One of few the apartments in La Palma – Brookside was originally
developed by one of our former Palos Verdes Neighbors, who is in the
developing business for many apartments throughout LA and Orange
County. Most of the multi residential communities were all mirrored
alike. The grounds were much different back in the 60s when it was
developed as it had much more of a flavor for the outdoors and
horticulture. With hanging baskets it appeared to look more like a botanic
garden and there weren’t security fences around it.
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What was in Vogue in La Palma back then?
Most homes we're decorated in hues of avocado green and Harvest Gold,
along with gold leaf accessories, lava lamps and glass grape table-top
clusters, plus the famous water beds.
Ceilings were sprayed on cottage cheese asbestos texture coatings.
Family rooms were being built and furnished with hide-a-bed sofas.
Many homes had exterior trim in Oxford brown.
Many driveways were the home to Lincoln Continental Mark 4 (Opera
side-windows) Cadillac El Dorado, Hippie Vans, Ford Pinto, Chevrolet Vega,
Classic Chevrolet Impala and Ford LTD’s. No SUV’s, but plenty of family
station wagons.
Clark Cortez RV motorhomes, Winnebago RV’s, and the Airstream travel
trailer were very fashionable to be seen traveling in, plus stored alongside
of few garages. Artesia was home of two small manufacturing sites for
Airstream trailers, which later moved to the city of Cerritos by Ironwood
Golf Course.
Kids were riding around the freshly poured sidewalks on Schwinn Stingray
cycles, wearing OP/Le Tigre shirts. During the summer months bus stops
were crowded with teens and their surfboards.
During the winter months, cars roofs were home to snow ski racks and
the rear bumpers, had attachable bike racks for totting skis and bikes.
Yards were covered with Dichondra or Hybrid Bermuda turf grass, which
framed the homes exteriors.

Pictured

Marcy Kroupa Mcmahon Home (1974 to Current ).

