My La Palma
Story
LA PALMA IS A GREAT PLACE TO
RAISE A FAMILY AND LIVE!
By David and Edna Ethington
We came to California from Iowa and Hawaii for Our Jobs
David and I moved to California from our home states of Iowa and
Hawaii because of job offers we received in the 1960’s. David had a
degree from Iowa State University in Electrical Engineering and
worked for Hughes Aircraft Company in Fullerton. Edna had a
degree in Elementary Education from the University of Hawaii and
came to work of the Norwalk-La Mirada School District at Escalona
School in La Mirada. We met in 1962, because David worked with
Edna’s brother, Herbert Yamashiro, and we married in 1963.
Why Did We Choose La Palma to Raise Our Family?
David and I have lived in La Palma for 55 years, since October of
1965, when we bought our first and current home on Suffield
Street. There were new subdivisions being built in La Palma that
were being advertised in the local newspapers. When we started
to look for a home to purchase, David researched the area
surrounding La Palma. He noted that it was centrally located and
close to different aerospace companies, in addition to Hughes
Aircraft Company. There were also accesses to different freeway
entrances to easily reach parts of Los Angeles County and Orange
County. Most important of all, there were elementary schools, a
junior high school, and a high school already built, and in walking
distance for children to attend. Since we had started to add to our
family with our oldest son, Mark was with us in 1964, and our
daughter, Dawn was expected in 1965. Education is very important
to us and that schools were within walking distance from our
home was a definite criteria for selecting a home.
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It was also helpful to have access to freeways when David decided
to study for a Master’s degree in Electrical Engineering from USC at
night, while he worked at Hughes Aircraft Company in Fullerton.
Hughes was only eight miles from La Palma at that time. David
retired from Hughes after 34 years in 1994.
What Family Traditions Do We Have?
Our family has always been active in the community of La Palma
and in our church, St. Irenaeus Catholic Church, in the city of
Cypress. Over the years, we have participated in La Palma’s
Recreation Department activities through which David and I helped
to coach our daughter, Dawn, in basketball. Edna coached or
managed boys and girls in Continental Little League baseball, Girls
softball, boys’ and girls’ basketball and AYSO boys’ soccer. She was
active also in Parent Teacher Student Associations at Luther
Elementary, Walker Jr. High, and Kennedy High School. She was also
involved with the Sports Booster Club at Walker Jr. High, Kennedy
All Sports Booster Club, and served as president of the Kennedy
PTSA.
Our four children each attended Luther Elementary, Walker Jr.
High, and graduated from John F. Kennedy High School. Our oldest
son Mark continues to live in his home in La Palma with his family.
For all her community volunteer activities, Edna was recognized as
La Palma’s Volunteer of the Year in 1984 at the Cypress College
Americana Awards. Our family was also recognized in 1998 as La
Palma’s Family of the Year for exemplifying our family values of
love and respect for each other and nurturing and creating our
children as good citizens of today and tomorrow.
At St. Irenaeus Church, Edna was active as a religion teacher for
pre-school age children. She later prepared students for First Holy
Communion and Confirmation. She was also active in the church’s
Health Ministry, helping with Funeral Hospitality. She has been a
member of the Parish Choir for years. We continue to serve as
volunteers for the La Palma 5K and 10K Run for Fun each year.
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We also currently serve on the National Board of the Retirement
Housing Foundation based in Long Beach that provides for the
elderly, low income families and handicapped individuals in
communities throughout the nation. David is a member of the
Board of Directors and Edna serves on the Advisory Board and
Philanthropic Committee.
What does La Palma Represent to Us?
We both feel that La Palma is a wonderful place to raise children
and to live in in our retirement years. La Palma Is a Great Place to
Raise a Family and Live!
The community of La Palma is warm and welcoming to young and
older people alike with a variety of recreational activities and
classes to choose from. There are many opportunities for people
to become involved with in the community, or just choose to enjoy
the feeling of living safely in a small city with its own mayor, city
council, city manager, police department and fire department
close by.

Pictured are family members of David and Edna Ethington, including
their four children, their spouses, and their six grandchildren, while
on a cruise to Alaska to celebrate their 50th Anniversary. The family
could not gather as a group this year to celebrate their 57th Wedding
Anniversary due to restrictions caused by the COVID 19 virus. (Photo
submitted courtesy of David and Edna Ethington)

