City of La Palma
Agenda Item No. 13
MEETING DATE:

June 2, 2020

TO:

CITY COUNCIL

FROM:

CITY MANAGER

SUBMITTED BY:

Mike Belknap, Community Services Director

AGENDA TITLE:

Award of Contract to West Coast Arborists, Inc., for Median Island
Tree Removals and Parkway Tree Removal/Replacement
______________________________________________________________________
RECOMMENDED ACTION:
It is recommended that the City Council approve Award of Contract to West Coast Arborists, Inc.,
for Median Island Tree Removals and Parkway Tree Removal/Replacement, City Project No. ST359.
SUMMARY:
A component of the Arterial Street Median Project included 51 trees to be removed due to their
current health or structural conditions that are unhealthy with root issues, decay, and damage,
per the arborist’s recommendation during the median design process. As this project is on hold
per the City Council direction at their May 4, 2020, meeting, staff issued an RFP for these tree
removals along with removal and replacement of parkway trees on La Palma Avenue. As staff
has indicated previously, removal of these trees will mitigate potential liability issues for the City.
The removal process will include cutting down the tree, stump grinding, and removal of roots
larger than three inches in diameter within ten feet of the tree trunk, disposal, and adding soil
material to the fill the stump ground depression. The 51 trees to be removed include:
Total
5
30
11
5

Tree Species Removed
Pine (Podocarpus)
Eucalyptus
Canary Pine
Golden Rain (Koelreutaria)

To help offset the loss of median trees in the City’s urban forest, the RFP also includes parkway
tree removal and replacement along La Palma Avenue. This includes removing a total of 49
dead trees, removal of root balls from 38 empty tree wells where the trees have already been
removed, and converting the existing surface tree well irrigation to a deep watering system. The
87 liquid amber trees were impacted by a leaf scorch blight caused by the insect glassy wing
sharpshooter, which occurred a few years ago as treatment was not effective.
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The City’s new Tree Policy adopted last year was utilized to select the new 24” box trees being
planted which diversifies the tree pallet should a future blight occur:
Total
22
22
22
21

Tree Species to be Planted
Australian Willow
(Geijera Parviflora)
Crape Myrtle
(Lagerstroemia Indica)
Marina Strawberry Tree
(Arbutus “Marina”)
African Fern Pine
(Podocarpus Henkelii)

On May 14, 2020, the City received five (5) bids and opened, as follows:
BIDDING CONTRACTORS
1. West Coast Arborists, Inc. –
Anaheim, CA
2. S.C. Yamamoto Inc. – La Habra, CA
3. Marina Landscape, Inc. –
Orange, CA
4. Colts Landscape, Inc. –
Garden Grove, CA
5. Green Giant Landscape, Inc.
Chino, CA

Total Cost
$ 159,515
$
$

195,000
195,620

$

386,850

$

430,600

West Coast Arborists, Inc. have been a longtime contractor with the City of La Palma. Their work
product and response time has been excellent.
FISCAL IMPACT:
The Median Island Tree Removals and Parkway Tree Removal/Replacement, City Project No.
ST-359 is included in the FY 2020-21 Capital Improvement Budget (Account Numbers 035-9008134-00000 Capital Outlay Reserve - $160,000).
APPROVED:

Department Director

Attachments:

__________________
Financial Consultant

City Manager

1. West Coast Arborists, Inc. Agreement
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Attachment 1
AGREEMENT
THIS AGREEMENT, made and entered into this 2nd day of June, 2020, by and between
the CITY OF LA PALMA, CALIFORNIA, hereinafter referred to as the "City," and West
Coast Arborists, Inc., hereinafter referred to as the "Contractor".
WITNESSETH: That the parties hereto do mutually agree as follows:
ARTICLE I: For and in consideration of the payments and agreements hereinafter
mentioned to be made and performed by said City, said Contractor agrees with said City to
construct the work under the City's specification entitled “Median Island Tree Removals
and Parkway Tree Removal/Replacement, City Project No. ST-359”, and to perform
and complete in a good and workmanlike manner all the work pertaining thereto shown on
the drawings and described in the specifications thereof, to furnish at his or her own proper
cost and expense all tools, equipment, labor and materials necessary thereof, except such
material and equipment as in said specifications are expressly stipulated to be furnished
by said City, and to do everything required by this Agreement and the said Specifications
and Drawings.
ARTICLE II: For furnishing all said materials and labor, furnishing and removing all plant,
temporary works or structures, tools and equipment and doing all the work contemplated
and embraced in this Agreement, also for all loss and damage arising out of the nature of
the work aforesaid, or from the action of the elements, or from any unforeseen difficulties
which may arise from or be encountered in the prosecution of the work until its acceptance
by said City, and for all risks of every description connected with the work; also for all
expenses incurred by or in consequence of the suspension of discontinuance of work,
except such as in the said specifications are expressly stipulated to be borne by said City,
and for well and faithfully completing the work the whole thereof, in the manner shown and
described in the said Specifications and Drawings and in accordance with the
requirements of the City Engineer, said City will pay and said Contractor shall receive in
full compensation thereof the prices named in the Bidding Sheets of the Proposal hereto
attached.
ARTICLE III: No work, services, material or equipment shall be performed or furnished
under this Agreement unless and until a Notice to Proceed has been given to the
Contractor by the City, and all bonds and certificates of insurance have been furnished to,
and approved by, the City.
ARTICLE IV: All work to be done under this contract shall be completed within the time
period set forth in the Notice Inviting Sealed Bids, beginning on the date stipulated in the
written Notice to Proceed issued by the City Engineer.
ARTICLE V: The City hereby promises and agrees with said Contractor to employ and
does hereby employ said Contractor to do the work according to the terms and conditions
herein contained and referred to for the price aforesaid, and hereby contracts to pay the
same, at the time, in the manner and upon the conditions set forth in this Agreement; and
the said parties for themselves, their heirs, executors, administrators, successors and
assigns, do hereby agree to the full performance of the covenants herein contained.
ARTICLE VI: The Contract Documents consist of the Notice Inviting Sealed Bids, the
Instructions to Bidders, the Proposal, the Bid Bond, the Information Required of Bidders,
1

this Agreement, the Faithful Performance Bond, the Labor and Material Bond, the Workers’
Compensation Certificate, the General Provisions, the Special Provisions, the Technical
Provisions, the Specifications and the Drawings mentioned therein, and all addenda issued
by the City with respect to the foregoing prior to the opening of bids. Each and every
Contract Document in its entirety, including but not limited to General Provisions Section
41, are hereby incorporated in and made part of this Agreement as truly as if fully set forth
herein.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF: The parties hereto have caused this contract to be executed
the day and year first above written.
CITY OF LA PALMA, CALIFORNIA

By _____________________________________
Peter L. Kim
Mayor
ATTEST:

_______________________________
Kimberly Kenney, CMC
City Clerk

WEST COAST ARBORISTS, INC.

By __________________________________
_____________________________________
Title

By __________________________________
_____________________________________
Title

2

Nuvis Landscape Architecture
La Palma Median Tree Evaluations

July 2, 2018

Summary
There are two hundred eleven (211) trees in the specified La Palma medians. One hundred sixty-six (166)
have been recommended for removal due to their intolerance to necessary root pruning or current
defects.
Assignment and Scope
I was asked by Nuvis Landscape Architecture to provide an Arborist Assessment Report evaluating the
trees in the City of La Palma, CA, medians. The medians will be redesigned and re-landscaped as part of
future Median Improvement Projects. Part of these projects is to invert the medians for more retention
of irrigation water. This will necessitate some trees having to be removed as they would not survive the
grade reduction. Additionally, there may be some trees in a condition that is currently or is becoming a
hazardous situation. I have been asked to provide a Professional Arboricultural opinion on the
following:
1. Provide a written report on the tree conditions in specified medians for this project.
2. Report to include recommended tree removals for trees not expected to survive the root removal
during grade reduction.
3. Additional trees that are in a condition that warrants removal at this time.
4. Trees that are likely to survive regrading, and do not at this time have any observed defects
warranting removal.
The medians to be evaluated are in La Palma Ave. from Denni St. to Valley View St.; Moody St. from
Moody Creek to Coyote Creek; Orangethorpe Ave. from Coyote Creek to Valley View St.; and Valley
View St. from 183rd. St to Orangethorpe Ave.
Limits of the Assignment
This report is specific to its Scope and does not address additional landscape design issues that may
warrant tree removal or retention. The final decision on these matters belongs to the City of La Palma,
CA.
The Tree Assessment was performed by driving and walking by the trees. It is a limited visual ground
inspection. No climbing occurred, and no aerial lift was utilized. No boring, sounding, or root crown
exposure was performed. This report documents the health and structural stability condition on the
date given.
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Arborists are tree specialists who use their experience, knowledge, training and education to examine
trees, recommend measures to enhance the beauty and health of trees, and attempt to reduce the risk
of living near trees. Clients may choose to accept or disregard the recommendations of the Arborist, or
seek additional advice. This report implies no guarantees upon future tree stability or health.
Assumed Residual Risk
There is always risk involved with trees. Trees can be managed, but they cannot be controlled. To live
near a tree is to accept some degree of risk. The only way to eliminate all risks from trees is to eliminate
all trees. Arborists cannot detect every condition that could possibly lead to the structural failure of a
tree. Trees are living organisms that can fail in ways we do not understand. Conditions are often hidden
within trees and/or below ground. This report does not guarantee that a tree recommended to be
retained will be healthy or safe under all circumstances.
Purpose and use of the Report
This report is for Nuvis Landscape Architecture and the City of La Palma, CA, to make informed
decisions on tree retention and tree removals. The report may be provided to professional Tree Care
and Landscape contractors who will be performing the work.
Assessment Methods and Criteria
Per discussions with Nuvis and The City, the trees are evaluated in two areas:
1. Potential for the tree surviving regrading of the medians.
2. Tree defects that would warrant their removal regardless of #1.
Each of these areas requires evaluations of the trees from different criteria aspects. Explanations of the
decision criteria’s are explained below. See also the Glossary1 for further explanation of terms.
1. Potential for the tree surviving regrading of the medians
A major part of the Median Improvement Projects is to invert the medians. This will assist in water
retention and reduce irrigation draining into the streets. The current conditions in many of the median
areas are a “mounding” effect near the trees. To reduce the grade in these areas may result in removing
50% or more of the root structure, which is considered a significant root loss. This would have a
detrimental effect on the tree’s health and structural stability. The following are specifics involved with
the evaluations.
1

The following words in bold are listed in the Glossary.
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Roots
Roots are necessary for the uptake of hydration and nutrients as well as structural support for a tree.
While we generally only see the larger, structural roots, these only carry the elements to the tree. Small
roots, which can extend beyond the dripline in the top 12 inches of soil, absorb these elements. The
larger roots fulfill the double role of structural stability and transportation channels for those elements.
When trees loose portions of their roots, the amount of hydration and nutrients becomes reduced.
Prolonged reduction of these elements will result in leaf discoloration, leaf loss, branch, root and stem
dieback, and potentially the death of the tree. Many species, such as Eucalyptus, are prone to root
decay. Others, such as Pines, do not regrow roots from the pruning cut like other species (Ficus spp.)
may. These consequences will affect the future health of the tree.
Structural Stability
Removal or reduction of significant roots (2-3 inch diameter +) also can create structural stability
issues. The amount of root loss a tree can tolerate and still stay standing (i.e., not in imminent danger
of falling over), is an educated assumption based on various conditions. Tree species tolerance, age,
health, lean, structural condition, and amount of roots lost all play a part. More than 50% of root loss is
significant, especially in a grade change where this is likely to take place around the entire tree. This is
an important part of the evaluation as the most of the trees are located in medians on major arterial
roads. Failures of many of these trees would result in severe consequences for vehicles passing by at the
wrong time.
Root Pruning Guidelines
All trees have a Critical Root Zone. This is the portion of the root system that is the minimum area
necessary to maintain vitality stability and health of the tree. Trees can tolerate some root pruning.
However, due to the varying sizes of trees and conditions they grow in, the question is always how
much and where should the roots a specific tree may be pruned. Some municipality guidelines define a
Protected Root Zone (PRZ), which would protect the critical roots, as the area within the dripline. The
difficulty with this definition is that no trees have a perfectly round crown. Therefore some roots may
be pruned closer to the tree than would be advisable. Another is that some trees do not have a large
crown spread out from the trunk, but grow very tall. Again, roots may be pruned too close to the trunk
than would be advisable.
Others define a PRZ as a set distance from the trunk based upon the diameter of the tree. This would
take into account trees with a shorter crown spread on one side, or a highly extended crown on
another, and the height of a tree with a large trunk diameter. The International Society of
3
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Arboriculture’s Best Management Practice for Managing Trees During Construction suggests one foot
per inch of trunk diameter.2 This works well except for situations where trees are growing in a limited
space, like a median, or tall trees with smaller trunk diameters, like Eucalyptus spp.
The general idea is that the minimal amount of roots should be pruned as possible. While trees can
tolerate some root pruning, other conditions must also be taken into account. How many sides of the
tree require root pruning, what percentage of roots will remain, the soil and landscape conditions, and
current health / structural stability issues of that tree.
All of this information is combined to examine the trees and form an opinion on the root loss tolerance
of that specific tree. Even without removal of a significant portion of larger roots, removal of turf and
landscape will remove a significant portion of absorbing roots. This may have a detrimental effect on
the tree. The tree’s current condition, species toleration of root loss, approx. and amount of root loss is
all taken into account in selection of trees to be retained or removed.
2. Tree defects that would warrant their removal regardless of #1
A significant number of trees exist in areas that are flat and/or may be able to tolerate the future root
loss incurred during landscape construction. Others have conditions that warrant removal regardless of
any future landscape improvements. For this area’s criteria I used a Level 1: Limited Visual Assessment
based upon the Best Management Practices3 and the latest Tree Risk Assessment Manual.4 The Level 1
Assessment is used for assessing a large population of trees and typically focusses on identifying trees
with imminent and/or possible likelihood of failure. This is typically done by driving and/or walking by
the trees. A Level Two would include a more detailed walk-around each individual tree.
A Tree Risk Assessment identifies the potential targets, evaluates the conditions that may lead to
failure, assesses the likelihood of impacting the potential targets and the resulting consequences, all
within a specific time frame. For this report the targets are vehicles and passengers on each side of the
medians on the streets. While these targets are mobile,5 the target area is occupied with frequent to

2

Fite, Kelby and E. Thomas Smiley. 2008. Best Management Practices: Managing Trees During Construction. Champagne, IL:
International Society of Arboriculture. This is the companion publication to the ANSI A300 (Part 5), 2012. American National
Standard for Tree Care Operations - Tree, Shrub, and Other Woody Plant Maintenance – Standard Practices (Management of Trees
and Shrubs During Site Planning, Site Development, and Construction) (Part 9 – Revised 2012). Londonderry, NH: Tree Care
Industry Association.
3
Smiley, E. Thomas, Nelda Matheny, and Sharon Lilly. 2011. Best Management Practices: Tree Risk Assessment. Champagne, IL:
International Society of Arboriculture.
4
Dunster, Julian A., 2017. Tree Risk Assessment Manual, Second Edition. Champagne, IL: International Society of Arboriculture.
5
As opposed to Static targets such as buildings or walls.
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constant occupancy. The time frame is within 3 years to take in account the future construction
activities. Due to the size of the majority of the trees, the likelihood of impact is High and the
consequences of an impact is Severe.
Condition
The overall health, lean, site conditions and previous root pruning activity may warrant removal. If the
tree is in a severe decline (50% + dieback), has a significant lean, or is dead are some obvious examples.
Large trees currently in narrow left turn pockets can be assumed to have had their roots pruned during
that construction.
Root Issues
Previous root pruning with some species (like Eucalyptus) suggests a likelihood for root decay. Other
trees may show root damage, decay or root loss. All of these factors justify removal.
Decay and Damage
Decay can occur in the roots, where the roots meet the tree (basal root area) or on the trunk. Decay
creates a defect in structural stability and can also affect the health of the tree. Trees can still exist with
some decay, however their time is lessened. Damage may result in decay and/or structural compromise.
Findings
Starting on June 14, I evaluated the median trees. There are (206) median trees, including (8) Queen
Palms (Syagrus romanzoffiana), (76) Podocarpus (Podocarpus gracilior), (64) Canary Pines (Pinus
canariensis), (47) Eucalyptus (E. citriodora), and (16) Koelreutaria (K. paniculata). The inventory list per
street is contained in Appendix A. The following chart lists the tree species and how many fall into the
various categories, defined as:
Retain: The tree may be as it is likely to survive landscape redesign and improvements.
R1: Remove due to likelihood tree will not survive landscape redesign and improvements.
R2: Remove due to current health or structural conditions.
Species
Retain
R1
R2
TOTALS
Queen Palm
8
0
0
8
Podocarpus
9
62
5
76
Eucalyptus
1
16
30
47
Canary Pine
17
36
11
64
Koelreutaria
10
1
5
16
TOTALS:
45
115
51
211
5
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Glossary
Basal Root Area: Roots that connect to the trunk at the base of a tree.
Critical root zone: Portion of the root system that is the minimum necessary to maintain vitality
stability of the tree. Encroachment or damage to the critical root zone will put the tree at risk of
failure.
Canopy / Crown: The part of the tree composed of leaves and branches measured from the lowest
branch on the trunk to the top of the tree.
Diameter / DSH: Diameter of a tree defined as the Diameter at the Standard Height, measured at 4.5
ft. above the base of the tree.
Dieback: Progressive death of twigs and small branches, generally from tip to base.
Dripline: The outermost circumference of the tree canopy.
Failure: The breakage of stem, branches, or roots, or loss of mechanical root support in the root
system.
Target: People, property or activities that could be injured, damaged, or disrupted by a tree failure.
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Appendix A – Tree Inventory
The Recommendations are listed as following:
Retain: The tree may be retained. It is likely to survive landscape redesign and improvements.
R1: Remove due to likelihood tree will not survive landscape redesign and improvements.
R2: Remove due to current health or structural conditions.
Additional comments are included as necessary.

Tree#
1-4
5-14
15
16
17
18-19
20-21
22-24
25-31
32-35
36-38
39
40
41-46

Tree Species
Queen Palms
Podocarpus
Podocarpus
Podocarpus
Podocarpus
Podocarpus
Podocarpus
Podocarpus
Podocarpus
Queen Palms
Canary Pines
Canary Pine
Canary Pine
Eucalyptus

La Palma Ave – Denni St. going East
Size
Recommendation
Additional Comments
Medium
Retain
Small
R1
Small
R2
Lean
Small
Retain
Small
R2
Lean
Small
R1
Small
R1
Small
Retain
In flat area
Small
R1
Medium
Retain
Small
R1
Medium
R2
Topped6 / decay at base
Medium
R2
Topped / corrected lean7
Significant root pruning occurred in creation of left-turn
Large
R2
pocket. High likelihood of root decay. Several trees also have
trunk damage and leans.

Moody St
47-49
50-51
52-54
55-57
58-68

Canary Pines
Podocarpus
Podocarpus
Podocarpus
Podocarpus

Medium
Small
Small
Small
Small

Retain
Retain
R1
Retain
R1

In lowered areas
In flat area
In flat area

Walker Street

6

A topped tree is a poor pruning practice that results in branch decay, stress on the tree, and undesirable re-growth.
A corrected lean is a tree that starts growing with a lean, but the tree “corrects” itself and grows normally. The trunk adds weight
above the lean off the center plum line of the tree.
7

7
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74-78
79-80
81-84
85-86

Canary Pines
Canary Pines
Canary Pines
Canary Pines
Canary Pines
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Large
Large
Medium
Large/Medium

Medium

R1
R1
Retain
R1
R1

In raised planters
In raised planters - #86 browning / decline
In flat areas
In raised planters - #81 browning/decline - #84 trunk damage

In raised planters - #86 lean

Moody St / Coyote Creek going South
1-4
5-8
9-12
13-14
15-16
17-18
19-23

Podocarpus
Podocarpus
Podocarpus
Podocarpus
Canary Pine
Canary Pine
Eucalyptus

Small
Small
Small
Small
Small
Large
Large

R1
R1
R1
R1
R1
R1
R2

Significant root pruning occurred in creation of left-turn
pocket. High likelihood of root decay. Several trees also have
trunk damage and leans.

La Palma Ave
24-29

Eucalyptus

Large / Small

R2

30-32
33-34

Canary Pine
Eucalyptus

Large
Large / Small

R1
R2

35-37
38-39
40

Canary Pine
Eucalyptus
Eucalyptus

Medium
Large
Large

R1
R1
R2

41-42
43-44

Canary Pine
Canary Pine

Large/Medium
Large/Medium

R1
R1

Significant root pruning occurred in creation of left-turn
pocket. High likelihood of root decay. Several trees also have
trunk damage.
Significant root pruning occurred in creation of left-turn
pocket. High likelihood of root decay. One also has a lean.

Significant root pruning occurred in creation of left-turn
pocket. High likelihood of root decay. Also has trunk
damage.
#43 also has a trunk lean

Walker St / Orangethorpe Ave going South
1-3

Podocarpus

Small

R1

Orangethorpe Ave / Moody going East
1-2
3-6

Podocarpus
Podocarpus

Small
Small

R1
R1
8
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9-11
12
13

Podocarpus
Podocarpus
Podocarpus
Queen palm
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Medium
Medium/Small
Large
Medium

R1
R1
R1
Retain
91 Freeway

14
15
16
17-18
19-21
22

Eucalyptus
Eucalyptus
Eucalyptus
Koelrueteria
Koelrueteria
Eucalyptus

Large
Large
Medium
Medium
Small
Medium

R2
R1
R2
Retain
Retain
R2

23
24-25
26
27
28-29

Eucalyptus
Koelrueteria
Canary Pine

Medium
Medium
Large
Small
small

R1
Retain
R2
Retain
Retain

Canary Pine

Koelrueteria

Severe decline
Dead

Significant root pruning occurred in creation of left-turn
pocket. High likelihood of root decay.

Decline
Trunk decay

Valley View St. / 183rd south to Orangethorpe
1-6
7
8
9
10-11
12
13-14
15
16
17-20
21
22-24
25-26
27
28-30
31
32-34
35
36

Eucalyptus
Canary Pine
Canary Pine
Canary Pine
Canary Pine
Canary Pine
Canary Pine
Eucalyptus
Eucalyptus
Canary Pine
Eucalyptus
Eucalyptus
Eucalyptus
Koelreutaria
Canary Pine
Koelreutaria
Eucalyptus
Eucalyptus
Eucalyptus

Large
Medium
Large
Large
Large
Large
Large
Large
Small
Large
Large
Medium
Medium
Medium
Large
Large
Large
Large
Large

R1
Retain
Retain
R2
Retain
R2
Retain
Retain
R2
R2
R1
R1
R2
R2
R2
R1
R2
R1
R1

Trunk damage
Trunk damage

Basal root decay
Poor trunk structure / trunk damage / decline
Trunk damage – poor structure
Borer activity
Poor structure / trunk integrity compromised
Lean / decline and dieback
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40
41-45
46
47
48
49
50

Eucalyptus
Koelreutaria
Koelreutaria
Koelreutaria
Canary Pine
Koelreutaria
Koelreutaria
Podocarpus
Podocarpus
Podocarpus
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Small
Medium
Small
Medium
Large
Large
Medium
Small
Small
Medium

R2
R2
Retain
R2
Retain
R2
R2
R2
R2
R2

Severe decline
Poor root structure
Poor root structure
Basal root decay
Basal root decay
Dead
Dead – vehicle ran it over
Trunk decay
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Appendix B - Pictures
1-4. La Palma #39-40. Canary Pines with decay at base and corrected lean.
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5-7. La Palma #41-46. Eucalyptus in left-turn pocket, trunk damage.
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8-10. La Palma #81-84. Canary Pines in raised planters, in decline, and trunk damage.

11. Orangethorpe #14-16.
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12-13. Orangethorpe #14-16. #14 in severe decline, #16 is dead.

14. Orangethorpe #23 in decline.

15. Orangethorpe #26.
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16. Orangethorpe #26 – trunk decay.

17-18. Valley View #9 & #12. Canary Pines with trunk damage.
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19-20. Valley View #16. Eucalyptus with basal root decay.

21-22. Valley View #17-20. Canary pines, poor structure, decline.
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23-24. Valley View #17-20. Trunk damage, poor structure, decline.

25. Valley View #25-26. Eucalyptus, poor structure,
trunk damage,

26. Valley View #27. Koelreutaria. borer activity.
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27-28. Valley View #27. Koelreutaria. borer activity

29-30. Valley View #28-30. Canary Pines with poor structure and trunk integrity issues.
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30-31. Valley View #32-34. Lean, decline, dieback.

32. Valley View #34.

33. Valley View #35.
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34-35. Valley View #36-37. R1 and decline.

36-37. Valley View #38. Koelreutaria with poor root structure.
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38-39. Valley View #40. Koelreutaria with “Jabba the Hut” root structure.

40-41. Valley View #46. Koelreutaria with basal root decay.
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42. Valley View #47. Koelreutaria with basal root decay.
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Appendix C - Assumptions and Limiting Conditions
1. Loss or alteration of any part of this report invalidates the entire report.
2. The report and the opinions expressed herein represent the professional opinion of the author. The
fee generated from this report is not contingent upon any prior or future outcome or subsequent event.
Any future work done by this author related to this tree or other trees of the client shall be billed
separately from this work.
3. Possession of this report or a copy thereof does not imply right of publication or use for any other
purpose by any other than the person to whom it is addressed, without the prior expressed written or
verbal consent of the author.
4. The author does not have any financial or business associations with any commercial arborist
performing work for the client. Any future work done by a commercial arborist shall be performed via a
separate contract between the client and the arborist.
5. Sketches, diagrams, charts, graphs and photographs provided in this report are provided as a visual
aid, are not necessarily to scale, and shall not be construed as an engineering or architectural reports or
surveys.
6. Care has been taken to obtain information from reliable sources. The author cannot guarantee the
accuracy nor be responsible for the information provided by others.
7. Unless otherwise specified, the information contained in this report covers only those items that
were examined and reflects the condition of those items at the time of inspection. The inspection is
limited as stated in the text of this report. There is no warranty or guarantee that problems or
deficiencies of the tree in question will not rise in the future.
8. The author shall not be required to give testimony or attend court by reason of this report unless
subsequent contractual arrangements are made. This includes payment of an additional fee for such
services as described in a subsequent contract for services.
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Appendix D – Certificate of Performance
I, Eric Gorsuch, certify that:


I have personally inspected the subject trees of this report and I have stated my findings
accurately;



That the analysis, opinions and conclusions stated herein are my own;



That my analysis, opinions and conclusions were developed and this report has been prepared
according to commonly accepted arboricultural practices and standards;



That no one provided significant professional assistance to the author, unless specified therein;



That my compensation is not dependent upon the reporting of a predetermined conclusion or
opinion that favors my cause, my client, or any other party;



I have no current or prospective interest in the tree or the property that is the subject of this
report, and have no personal interest or bias with respect to the party(ies) involved.

I further certify that I am a member in good standing of the American Society of Consulting Arborists
and the International Society of Arboriculture. I have been a Certified Arborist since 2005 and Tree Risk
Assessment Qualified since 2013.

Eric Gorsuch, Registered Consulting Arborist #575
Date

____July 2, 2018______

UPDATED: July 19, 2018

24

V & E Tree Service, Inc.

