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From Police Chief Terry Kim
Happy New Year! I hope you and your loved ones are staying
safe and healthy. In this edition of the Source, I would like to
highlight two of the Police Department employees for their
remarkable individual accomplishments.

Every December, the City of La Palma hosts the Employee
Recognition Luncheon as a way to thank the employees and show appreciation for
all the excellent work they have done throughout the year. During this event, the
City recognizes a line-level employee and a first-line supervisor with the Employee
of the Year and the Supervisor of the Year awards. Having participated on the
selection committee for these awards, I can tell you that it is often a very difficult
task to make the final selections, as there are so many employees in each City
Department who do outstanding work and go above and beyond every day. To that
end, I am very proud to share with you that Police Department’s Civilian Investigator
Kara Hart was selected as the 2021 Employee of the Year. In addition to her
outstanding work ethic and her ability to get so much done, Kara was also
recognized for her positive attitude and for always promoting a sense of teamwork.
Congratulations to Kara for a job well done and for the well-deserving recognition!
Earlier in December, I had the pleasure of joining Sergeant Joe Guerrero at his
graduation ceremony for the California POST Sherman Block Supervisory Leadership
Institute (SBSLI). The SBSLI is an 8-month program that was started in 1988 that is
designed to stimulate personal growth, leadership, and ethical decision-making in
California law enforcement front-line supervisors. It is regarded as one of the most
prestigious certificates that a police sergeant can attain. Students in this program
dedicate three days per month for eight months, where they are constantly
challenged to engage in deep self-examination of values and beliefs, and learn new
ways to resolve issues through group and individual work. By completion, students
will have a higher understanding of the leadership concept, which will allow them to
have increased personal influence with individuals and groups in order to
accomplish organizational goals. I firmly believe that sergeants are the most
important group of people for any police department, because they are the ones
who are left in charge of the line-level employees; to teach them, inspire them, and
to motivate them to work toward the organization’s goals. And that is why I have
made a commitment to all sergeants at the La Palma Police Department to ensure
that each of them goes through this invaluable program. I am thrilled to see
Sergeant Guerrero’s successful completion of the program, and look forward to
seeing him putting his new, improved leadership skills to work. Congratulations,
Sergeant Guerrero!

Festival of Nations
Saturday, April 30, 2022 | Central Park
Parade – 10:30 a.m. | Festival – 12 p.m. to 6 p.m.
In 2019, the La Palma City Council asked staff to plan a new signature event for the City that would reflect La Palma’s diversity,
vision, and sense of community. In 2022, this one-day experience will celebrate La Palma’s cultural heritage through dancing,
performances, and exhibits. In addition, a parade has been added to the festivities, incorporating a component of La Palma’s
previous signature event La Palma Days. Carnival games, various cultural food vendors, and a beer and wine garden, will keep
you entertained throughout the day with periodic musical performances at the Central Park Pavilion.
We Need Your Help!
The La Palma Community Services Department is developing an interest list for those
who would like to be a part of this inaugural signature event. The roles include, but
not limited to:
 Cultural Booth Vendors
 General Festival Volunteers
 Sponsorships & Donations (Individual and Corporate)
To be placed on the interest list, please email Festival@cityoflapalma.org with your
name, primary contact information, and your desired role and/or other voluntary service.
To ensure participation, please submit by Tuesday, March 1, 2022.
Questions?
Please contact the Community Services Office at Festival@cityoflapalma.org or 714-6903350.

Every 15 Minutes Program
The Every 15 Minutes program is a two-day DUI awareness event for Junior and Senior students at J. F. Kennedy High School
in La Palma to witness, first-hand, the dangers of drinking and driving. The program begins with a reenactment of a DUI crash
scene with students who participate as actors—one student plays the role of the DUI suspect and others as victims of the
crash. Junior and Senior students gather around the scene, taking place on Walker Street, to watch as the La Palma Police
Department and other first responders enact the investigation of the accident including rescuing the survivor, removing the deceased, and ultimately arresting the student actor in the role of the DUI suspect.
The program is based on the 1980’s statistic that someone is killed in an alcoholrelated incident, every 15 minutes. As the program continues throughout the day,
a Junior or Senior participant is removed from class every 15 minutes, portraying
that the student was killed in a DUI crash.
A black cloth drapes over the student’s empty desk, and the student’s obituary is
read to the rest of the class.
In the afternoon of the first day of the program, all participating students are transported to a courthouse to witness a mock DUI trial. The group is then transported
to the Orange County Coroner’s facility to further experience the impact of a fatal
DUI traffic accident.
On the second day of the program, an assembly is held for all Junior and Senior
students, designed to enforce the message by staging a mock funeral. The participants in the program are given an opportunity to read letters illustrating their experience to the entire junior and senior classes. In addition, parents of the participating students are also given opportunities to read letters about how the crash
affected them and their family.
The La Palma Community Foundation and its President have been instrumental
in raising the funds and creating the partnerships necessary to deploy a program
of this magnitude. Both the Foundation’s President and La Palma’s Police Chief
wanted to bring a program to La Palma that would have an impact on the students and where students could experience first-hand how their actions affect the lives of so many other people.
Mark your calendars! The next Every 15 Minutes program is scheduled for April 19 – 20, 2022. If you would like more information regarding the program, please contact the La Palma Community Foundation President at 714-270-4133 or La Palma’s
Police Captain at 714-690-3382.

La Palma Neighborhood Watch
Monthly Meetings: Second Wednesday of month at 7:00 pm
Check website for details: www.cityoflapalma.org/NeighborhoodWatch

LPPD Incident Summary - December 2021

6 - Felony Arrests

25 - Misdemeanor Arrests
Total Incidents: 1,165

5 - Warrant Arrests

Get connected... search for the City of La Palma on your favorite apps!

The City of
La Palma

Paper Shred Day
April 23, 2022 | 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
La Palma Intercommunity Hospital

Neighbors and community
members are welcome to
join us at Paper Shred Day
on Saturday, April 23,
2022, from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. at the La Palma Intercommunity Hospital (7901
Walker Street La Palma)!
All services will be provided
FREE of charge. Bring your
confidential old documents to be shredded and disposed of
safely and securely. Please remember to remove all paper
clips, staples, and other bindings.

www.cityoflapalma.org
Calendar of Events
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day
City Offices Closed
Monday, January 17
City Council Meeting
City Hall
Tuesday, February 1
6:30 p.m.
President’s Day
City Offices Closed
Monday, February 21
City Council Meeting
City Hall
Tuesday, March 1
6:30 p.m.
City Council Meeting
City Hall
Tuesday, April 5
6:30 p.m.
Arbor Day Ceremony
Wednesday, April 20

La Palma City Hall
7822 Walker Street
La Palma, California 90623
(714) 690-3300
Hours: Monday - Thursday, 7:30a.m. - 6:00p.m.

La Palma Police Department
7792 Walker Street
La Palma, California 90623
www.cityoflapalma.org/police
police@cityoflapalma.org
(714) 690-3370
For emergencies dial 9-1-1

