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From Police Chief Terry Kim
This is the 14th year that the La Palma Police Department has delivered the Police Interaction with Youth
(PIY) program to our three elementary schools here in La Palma. PIY is a program designed to teach and
empower our sixth graders to make the right choices, respect others, and chose to live their lives free
from violence, substance abuse, and other dangerous behaviors. The program is also geared towards
preparing students for their new lives as junior high school students where they will be faced with new
obstacles and difficult decisions. As PIY graduates, the students will have learned all the skills necessary
to make good choices and how to avoid bad ones.
While the Police Department and the schools had great success with the program in the previous years, preparing for the PIY
classes this year presented unique challenges due to the COVID-19 pandemic, since many of the students were enrolled in
distance learning. I am proud to say that our School Resource Officer (SRO) Gary Wilson worked tirelessly with each school’s
staff and was able to deliver this much-desired program to all sixth grade students virtually. Although I was a little concerned
at first about the program’s effectiveness due to the virtual setting, I was very happy to hear that students were actually very
engaged and even more open to sharing their thoughts and experiences in a virtual environment. Thanks to the hard work of
our SRO Wilson and the partnership we enjoy with the schools, I am pleased to announce that over 240 students will have
completed the PIY program this year by the time you read this article.
Here’s what Officer Wilson had to say about the PIY program: “It is my hope that the students will remember what they have
learned in PIY and apply it throughout their lives. Although I will not be there for every bump in the road or hard decision they
will have to make, I want them to remember that they are never alone. My favorite part of the program is that it allows me to
connect with the students on a personal level and be there for them when they are faced with those obstacles and difficult
decisions.”
The PIY program consists of an eight-week curriculum that teaches students about making good choices and considering the
consequences after the choice has been made; home fire safety and traffic safety; gangs and bullying; juvenile law and
common school offenses; illegal drugs and resistance; internet safety and cyberbullying; stress and peer pressure; and dangers
associated with tobacco and vaping. Finally, in the last week, a panel discussion is held where several eighth grade former PIY
graduates are invited to answer any questions the students have regarding their move to middle school. As a requirement
before they graduate, each student is tasked with writing an essay on how they will change the world using the topics that
were covered in PIY. This is not an easy task as the students were instructed to think outside the box and come up with their
own special way on how they would change the world for the better. Our teachers also have a difficult task - to read each
essay and come up with the top essay from each class. This year, the teachers mentioned to Officer Wilson how difficult it
was to pick just one essay because they were all so well written.
Here’s what Principal Robyn Yarbrough of GB Miller School said about PIY: “The Police Interacting with Youth program has
been a cornerstone of our sixth-grade social emotional learning instruction for several years. GB Miller School has been very
fortunate to enjoy a partnership with the City of La Palma and the La Palma Police Department which provides this important
curriculum. ..”
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Continued From Police Chief Terry Kim
“...In this year of unprecedented challenges, we were very gratified that the team worked together to ensure that the program
continued, and the sixth graders of 2021 received its benefits. Making this happen truly exemplifies achieving our best and
excelling in all we do.”
We at the La Palma Police Department are very grateful to all the staff that worked hard to make our 2021 PIY program a success, and look forward to seeing what amazing achievements our sixth graders will accomplish in the upcoming school year
using the tools we have provided for their success.

Tips to Prevent Catalytic Converter Thefts
In recent months, the Police Department has responded to a rash of catalytic converter thefts from vehicles in our
residential neighborhoods, and we would like to share some useful information regarding this rising crime trend that is
affecting many unsuspecting victims across the country.
Catalytic converters were mandated for all U.S. cars and trucks in 1975 to convert harmful pollutants into less harmful
emissions before they left the exhaust system. Precious metals such as platinum, palladium, rhodium, or gold are used as
the catalyst. Depending on which metal was used, thieves can sell the converters to metal recyclers for $20 -$200 each. The
recyclers then extract and resell the precious metal for as much as $6,000 an ounce, as in the case of rhodium. While
national theft figures are not recorded for catalytic converters, the crime rate has risen in tandem with sharply rising meta l
prices. Typically, catalytic converters are stolen from cars and trucks in driveways, strip malls, or parking garages. The most
commonly targeted vehicles are SUVs and trucks, because they sit higher off the ground and provide easier access to the
undercarriage. Thieves can often remove a catalytic converter in less than two minutes, so theft can even occur in broad
daylight. The only tools a thief needs are a wrench (for converters that are bolted on), or a reciprocating saw (for converters
that are welded in); some thieves even bring a mechanic's creeper. Then all they do is slide under the vehicle, remove the bolts
holding the catalytic converter, and take it. Again, thieves can remove the unit within only a minute or two.
How would you know if your catalytic converter has been stolen? When your vehicle is missing its catalytic converter, you will
notice a loud rumbling or roaring sound as soon as you turn on the engine. This sound will grow louder when you press on the
gas. When the exhaust is not working properly, the vehicle also drives rougher than usual, often with a sense of sputtering as
you change speed. Unfortunately, the loss of a catalytic converter can cost on average up to $2,000 for replacement, and it is
illegal to drive your car without one.
So, how do you prevent a catalytic converter theft? Here are some tips:
Always park in well-lit areas when possible. If you have a garage, keep your car parked in the garage with the door closed as
much as possible. When parking in a public parking facility, try to park near areas with heavier pedestrian traffic, to increase
the chance that someone will notice if thieves attempt to tamper with your vehicle. If
your car has a security alarm, be sure to calibrate the shock sensor so that any vibration
will activate the alarm. This ensures that the alarm sounds if a thief tries to saw off the
converter. Some aftermarket manufacturers sell security devices that attach to the
converter, like the one pictured here, which makes it harder for thieves to steal. Having
the catalytic converter welded in place also makes it more difficult to remove. Video
surveillance around your garage or driveway is also useful, as this will help the police
department identify potential suspects and allow you to keep an eye on suspicious
behavior in your neighborhood. Finally, engraving your VIN number onto your catalytic
converter allows law enforcement to identify should your converter ever be stolen.
As always, the La Palma Police Department is here to assist our residents in maintaining safety in our neighborhoods. If you see
anything suspicious or have questions regarding catalytic converter thefts, please call our general phone line at 714-690-3370.

Get connected... search for the City of La Palma on your favorite apps!

La Palma Neighborhood Watch
Monthly Meetings: Second Wednesday of month at 7:00 pm
Check website for details: www.cityoflapalma.org/NeighborhoodWatch

LPPD Incident Summary - February 2021

0- Felony Arrests

16 - Misdemeanor Arrests
Total Incidents: 1,345

5 - Warrant Arrests

La Palma Police Department encourages you to call law enforcement whenever you see suspicious activity in your
neighborhood or elsewhere. Remember: IF YOU SEE SOMETHING, SAY SOMETHING.

El Rancho Verde Park Project
In March, construction will begin on the El Rancho Verde Park playground
equipment replacement and re-surfacing project. The existing equipment
was installed in 2006 and is in significant decline (paint wear, early onset of
rust/corrosion, etc.). The City received a significant grant for the project and
the new design will eliminate the required sand maintenance at the playground and is designed to be more accessible for those with disabilities. The
project is expected to be finished in April 2021.

www.cityoflapalma.org
Pandemic Update
As of February 5, 2021, all counties in California have seen a
definitive rise in ICU capacity, thereby lifting the Hospital Surge
Order and Regional Stay at Home Order issued by the state
government. We want to thank all La Palma residents for
cooperating with the CDC guidelines for COVID-19 and limiting the
spread in our community. While we await progress on vaccine
distribution, we encourage residents to continue following CDC
guidelines: wearing a mask, staying six feet apart, washing hands
often, and getting tested if you feel sick.
Vaccinations continue to run apace, with Orange County
establishing four planned COVID-19 vaccine Point-of-Dispensing
(POD) sites at the Disneyland Resort in Anaheim, Soka University in
Aliso Viejo, Santa Ana College, and the Anaheim Convention
Center. The County's regional PODs will have the capacity to
vaccinate thousands of County residents each day while increasing
efficiency and providing multiple vaccine distribution points
throughout the County.

Calendar of Events
City Council Meeting
City Council Chambers
Tuesday, March 2
7:00 p.m.
City Council Meeting
City Council Chambers
Tuesday, April 6
6:30 p.m.
City Council Meeting
City Council Chambers
Tuesday, May 4
6:30 p.m.
Memorial Day Holiday
City Offices Closed
Monday, May 31

At this time, those identified under vaccine Phase 1a and 1b,
including those 65 and older, can schedule vaccination at the
County’s POD locations. Updates on who qualifies for the
vaccination and the definition of each Phase can be located on the
Orange
County
Government’s
website
at
https://
occovid19.ochealthinfo.com/covid-19-vaccination-distribution.
If you or someone you know qualifies for a POD vaccination,
schedule an appointment to receive the vaccination through the
OTHENA website at www.othena.com/individuals.php. There are
NO WALK-UP APPOINTMENTS at any of the vaccination PODs.
Individuals with appointments must provide identification and
documentation of vaccine eligibility at the site prior to receiving the
vaccine.

FREE Paper Shred Day!
April 17, 2021 | 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. at the La Palma Intercommunity
Hospital
Neighbors and community members are welcome to join the FREE
Paper Shred Day on Saturday, April 17, 2021, from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. at La Palma Intercommunity Hospital (7901 Walker Street La
Palma)! All services will be provided free of charge. Bring your confidential old documents to be
shredded and disposed of safely
and securely. Please remember to
remove all paper clips, staples,
and other bindings.

Annual Bulky Item Spring Clean-up
May 17—21, 2021
On your normal collection day, set out your items at
the curb or at the end of your driveway by 6:00 a.m.

La Palma Police Department
7792 Walker Street
La Palma, California 90623
www.cityoflapalma.org/police
police@cityoflapalma.org
(714) 690-3370
For emergencies dial 9-1-1

La Palma City Hall
(Temporary relocation, February – June, 2021)

La Palma Community Center
7821 Walker Street
La Palma, California 90623
(714) 690-3300
Hours: Monday - Thursday, 7:30a.m. - 6:00p.m.

