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From Police Chief Terry Kim
Greetings, I hope that you and your loved ones are staying safe and healthy during these
challenging times. Over the past few months people across the globe saw their lives
change in ways that they never imagined, and like all of you, I am longing for the
pandemic to be over and for all of our lives to return to normal. I am a big believer in the
saying, “Adversity reveals the character”, and I am proud of how we as a society rose up
together to work through one of the most challenging adversities we have faced in recent
history. My heartfelt thanks go out to all the essential professionals and workers in the
frontlines who are risking their health and safety in order to serve others, and to all the
citizens and businesses for doing their part to heed the orders and recommendations issued by various
governmental entities.
Policing a community with a high level of service requires a tremendous amount of dedication and work, and
the COVID-19 pandemic brought a host of new challenges for the Police Department to overcome. Keeping
our first responders safe and healthy was made the top priority, so that the Police Department could continue to
provide the high level of service that our community expected and deserved. In order to achieve that goal, we
worked proactively to ensure that the critically needed Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) were made
available for our employees, and we made several changes to our operation model to limit the personal contact
between our employees and the public as much as possible. These changes included closing the police
station’s lobby, and allowing certain police reports to be taken over the phone. Other City of La Palma
departments have taken similar measures to protect their employees and the public.
I am happy and proud to share with you that our dedicated police officers continue to respond to all calls for
service with the amazingly fast response times that the La Palma community has become accustomed to, and
our officers are working hard at patrolling your neighborhoods because they know that the criminals don’t take
time off for the pandemic. Just several days before the time of this writing, one of our officers observed two
suspicious individuals on a residential street during early morning hours. The officer detained the suspects and
through an outstanding investigation, the officer was able to determine that just moments prior, the suspects
had broken into a victim’s car several houses down
the street. Both suspects were arrested and
booked for several criminal charges. This is just a
small example of the fine job that the employees of
the Police Department are doing every day. During
these times of uncertainty and worries, nothing
makes me feel more grateful and proud than to see
all the dedicated peace officers and civilian staff
who commit themselves without any hesitation to
protect the public safety in La Palma.
I truly hope that the pandemic situation will have
improved by the time you read this article, but I
want to assure you that our police officers will
continue to do their very best to serve our
community. Stay safe and healthy!

Message from new City Manager—Conal McNamara
La Palma Remains Strong Through the COVID-19 Crisis
The La Palma City Council and City staff have been working hard during the COVID-19 crisis to ensure that our
community remains safe, while providing essential services to residents and businesses. We want to thank all our
residents for embracing social distancing and self-isolation during this difficult time. Your patience and
understanding has been very important to helping us emerge from the Governor’s Stay Home requirements. While it
will take some time to understand the full impact of the pandemic on La Palma, here is an update on some areas
right now:
Health Impacts
The County of Orange is the lead on all COVID-19 related issues including testing, updates, and education. The
County is increasing the number of testing facilities in order to meet the State’s goals. Please visit the County
webpage www.ochealthinfo.com for additional information.
Economic Impacts
With the closure of many businesses, it has been difficult to estimate the financial impacts from the pandemic. The
good news is that La Palma’s years of prudent financial planning means we have sufficient reserves at this time to
provide the essential services that residents need. A strong and vibrant community is important to the City Council
and City staff and we will continue to work with our business community as well as engage our County, State and
Federal representatives to ensure our continued success.
Coordination with Schools
We know that this is a troubling time for our schools, which are a vital part of what makes La Palma a great city. We
will be working with our school districts to ensure we support each other as children return to classrooms. Should
you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact staff at City Hall. Also, please check the City’s website and
social media pages for important information.

La Palma Recreation Update
Impacted Citywide Special Events
As the Covid-19 pandemic and response continues to unfold, many City programs and events have either been
cancelled or postponed. This July 4th would have marked the 40th Anniversary of the July 4th Fitness Run For
Fun. Although the event has been cancelled this year, we hope to celebrate this milestone in 2021. Mark your
calendars now!
Virtual Memorial Day Ceremony
As we can’t gather together this year to remember our Heroes in person, the Community Activities & Beautification
Committee and Community Services Department are creating a shortened virtual ceremony. Beginning Friday, May
22, the video remembrance will be available through the City’s website www.cityoflapalma.org. We encourage all
residents and their families to take time over the Memorial Day holiday weekend to view the short video and
remember our fallen heroes for their bravery and sacrifice. We also want to salute and thank our current and former
residents who have honorably served in the United States Armed Forces.
Virtual Recreation Center
As in-person classes and programs have been on hold, the Community Services Recreation Division Staff have
created a Virtual Recreation Center. The Center includes fitness, arts, education, travel, and fun educational
components for everyone of all ages. Additionally, the Department is launching a La Palma Recreation YouTube
page with short video demonstrations to keep the community, especially our younger residents engaged and
active. We encourage everyone to visit the Recreation Center and see what it has to offer.
If health guidance allows, a mini Concerts In The Park season is being planned for August 8, 15, and 22,
2020. More information will be available later in the summer if this summer community tradition can be held.
Summer Mosaic
Usually a printed magazine that’s mailed to every resident, the 2020 Summer Mosaic is being published online on
the City’s website. Given the uncertainty of what programs and classes can be held this summer, the Activity Guide
will be updated weekly with what’s continuing or has been cancelled. Parents may want to check out a variety of
virtual camps that their children may enjoy.

La Palma Neighborhood Watch
Monthly Meetings: Suspended until further notice

LPPD Incident Summary - April 2020

5 - Felony Arrests

9 - Misdemeanor Arrests
Total Incidents: 1,349

0 - Warrant Arrests

Incident Summary Explained
The LPPD Incident Summary (above) is a small sample of the many
incidents handled by the La Palma Police Department in a one-month
period. Every effort is made to include incidents that provide information
which further promotes public safety. Calls/Incidents of a routine nature
and those matters closed without significant comments are not included in
the summary. As an example, in a typical week, the Police Department
logs approximately 350 calls; however, only about 10 incidents will usually
appear in the summary. At any time, residents can review the detailed
incident logs at the front desk of the La Palma Police Department.
La Palma Police Department encourages you to call whenever you see suspicious activity in your neighborhood or
elsewhere. Remember: IF YOU SEE SOMETHING, SAY SOMETHING.

www.cityoflapalma.org
Calendar of Events
City Council Meeting (Cancelled)
City Council Chambers
Tuesday, May 19
Memorial Day (Ceremony Cancelled)
City Offices Closed
Monday, May 25
City Council Meeting
City Council Chambers
Tuesday, June 2
7:00 p.m.
City Council Meeting (Cancelled)
City Council Chambers
Tuesday, June 16
Run for Fun (Cancelled)
La Palma Central Park
Saturday, July 4

City Council Meeting
City Council Chambers
Tuesday, July 7
7:00 p.m.
City Council Meeting (Subject to Cancellation)
City Council Chambers
Tuesday, July 21
7:00 p.m.

La Palma City Hall
7822 Walker Street
La Palma, California 90623
(714) 690-3300

Annual Bulky Item Spring Clean-up
May 18—22, 2020
On your normal collection day, set out your items at the curb or
at the end of your driveway by 6:00 a.m.

Hours: Monday - Thursday, 7:30a.m. - 6:00p.m.
When a holiday falls on a Friday or Saturday, the City will
observe the holiday on Thursday; and when a holiday falls on
Sunday, it will be observed on Monday.

La Palma Police Department

Register for
Emergency
Messages at:
www.alertoc.org

7792 Walker Street
La Palma, California 90623
www.cityoflapalma.org/police
police@cityoflapalma.org
(714) 690-3370
For emergencies dial 9-1-1

